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BIOGRAPHY- 

William Collins was born on 25 December 1721 in Chichester, Sussex, England, to a hatmaker and 

former mayor of the town. 

He was educated at The Prebendal School, Winchester and Magdalen College, Oxford, where he 

published his first poems, the Persian Eclogues, in 1742. 

He was influenced by the Augustan poetry of Alexander Pope and his generation, but also developed 

his own lyrical style that anticipated the Romantic era. He was befriended by James Thomson, Dr 

Johnson, David Garrick and Samuel Foote 

18TH CENTURY PERIOD 

William Collins belongs to the 18th century period of English literature. He was born in 1721 and 

died in 1759. He is considered a pre-Romantic poet, who followed the Neoclassical forms but 

anticipated the Romantic themes of the next generation. He lived during the time of the Augustan 

age, when writers such as Alexander Pope and Jonathan Swift dominated the literary scene with 

their rationalism and satire. However, Collins developed his own lyrical style that expressed his 

individual experience and emotions. He used nature as a source of inspiration and imagery, and 

showed an interest in the folklore and superstitions of different cultures. He experimented with 

different forms and structures, such as unrhymed odes, to create musical and expressive effects. He 

influenced many of the Romantic poets who came after him, such as William Wordsworth, Samuel 

Taylor Coleridge, John Keats, and Percy Bysshe Shelley, who admired his poetic genius and 

originality. 

THEME- 

One of the major themes in William Collins’ poetry is the Romantic sensibility that he 

expresses through his lyrical odes. He uses nature as a source of inspiration and imagery, 

and explores the emotions and imagination of the poet and the reader. He also shows an 

interest in the folklore and superstitions of different cultures, especially the Scottish 

Highlands . His poetry marks a transition from the Neoclassical forms and conventions of 

his time to the Romantic ideals of the next generation. He challenges the rationalism and 

order of the Augustan age and celebrates the individuality and creativity of the poetic mind. 

He employs rich and varied language and imagery to convey his feelings and impressions. 

He experiments with different forms and structures, such as unrhymed odes, to create 

musical and expressive effects. He anticipates many of the themes and techniques that 

would later be developed by Wordsworth, Coleridge, Keats, Shelley, and other Romantic 

poets. 

NOTEBLE WORKS- 



Some of the notable works of William Collins are: 

• Persian Eclogues (1742), a collection of four pastoral poems inspired by the exotic 

landscapes and cultures of the East. 

• Odes on Several Descriptive and Allegorical Subjects (1746), a volume of lyrical poems that 

explore various themes such as simplicity, liberty, fear, pity, evening, and the passions. This 

includes his famous Ode to Evening, which is considered one of the finest lyrics of the 18th 

century. 

• Ode on the Popular Superstitions of the Highlands of Scotland (1750), an unfinished poem 

that shows his interest in the folklore and traditions of the Scottish people. 

WTITING STYLE AND TECHNIQUE  

Some of the writing style and techniques of William Collins are: 

• He used lyrical odes as his main form of expression, which are poems that address a person 

or a thing in a high and dignified tone. 

• He followed the Neoclassical rules of poetry, such as using regular rhyme schemes, balanced 

stanzas, and classical references. However, he also experimented with unrhymed odes, such 

as his Ode to Evening, which has a fluid and musical rhythm. 

• He anticipated the Romantic movement by focusing on the individual experience and the 

emotions of the poet and the reader. He also used nature as a source of inspiration and 

imagery, and showed an interest in the imagination and the supernatural. 

• He had a simple and unadorned style that avoided rhetorical devices and artificial 

embellishments. He aimed for clarity and elegance in his language 

INFLUENCE AND LEGACY- 

Some of the influence and legacy of William Collins are: 

• He influenced the Romantic poets such as William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 

John Keats, and Percy Bysshe Shelley, who admired his lyrical odes and his use of nature 

and emotion as poetic themes. 

• He was praised by his contemporaries such as Joseph Warton, James Thomson, and Samuel 

Johnson, who recognized his poetic genius and lamented his tragic fate. 

• He was rediscovered by later critics and scholars, who appreciated his originality and 

innovation in the 18th-century poetry. He is now considered one of the finest English lyric 

poets of his time. 

CONCLUSION- 

William Collins was an English poet who lived in the 18th century. He is considered one of the finest 

lyric poets of his time, and a precursor of the Romantic movement. His poems are known for their 

expressive imagery, musical language, and emotional intensity. Some of his most famous works 

include Persian Eclogues, Odes on Several Descriptive and Allegorical Subjects, and An Ode on the 

Popular Superstitions of the Highlands. Collins had a tragic life, marked by poverty, neglect, and 

mental illness. He died at the age of 37, leaving behind a legacy of poetic excellence and innovation. 
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